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The Word of the Lord from Romans 3:3-4: "For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief 

make the faithfulness of God without effect? Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a 

liar." This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

So, you're a Lutheran school teacher. You teach at a Lutheran school-believe it or not. I don't mean 

to imply that you don't believe you teach at a Lutheran school. I mean that, whether or not I believe 

it, it's still true. Imagine a conversation where I say, "I don't believe that you're a Lutheran school 

teacher;" and you reason, "Well, if Pastor Pauls doesn't believe it, it must not be true." Ludicrous. 

You have a legal document that says you're certified to teach, and colleagues to back you up. It 

doesn't matter whether I believe it's true; it's true apart from me. You're a teacher-it's objective truth, 

whether someone else believes it or not. 

 

We started this conference with a devotion that God exists; and because He exists, there is such a 

thing as objective truth. Believe it or not, the law of gravity applies. You can try to fly off a cliff if 

you like; but you will land, and your landing will not be happy. Believe it or not, you still have to 

make the car payment. You can say to the loan officer, "I believe that this car belongs to me, free 

and clear;" in which case he will show you an objective, legal document and say, "Pay up, bub." 

Believe it or not, food is necessary for survival. If you skip meals, you will waste away.  

 

There is objective truth in this world, believe it or not. Now, in the matters above, this is pretty much 

a given. It's difficult to find someone who denies gravity. However, when it comes to religion, all 

bets are off. 

 

The current trend in pop religion is that there is no such thing as objective truth in religion: Religion 

is what you make it. This is clear in Oprahfied American spirituality: "It doesn't matter what you 

believe, as long as you believe it. You call him Buddha, I call him Allah, the guy over there calls 

him Vishnu. Tomayto, Tomahto. They're all the same god, because what matters is what you 

believe." This teaching is obvious, easy to spot and immensely popular. For those who are schooled 

in the Scriptures, it is also patently false teaching. The Word declares that there is one true God who 

does not share His glory with another, and that salvation is found in Christ alone. 

 

Look out, though. The same idea creeps surreptitiously into Christianity, and you will find the 

teaching that Christianity is what you make it: 

 

·    A Sunday school teacher in the Midwest recently told me that his eighth-graders believe that the 

Bible is the Word of God. They also believe that Jesus didn't rise from the dead, and that the devil 

and the Holy Spirit are make-believe. 

 

·    A student goes home from your classroom and tells her unmarried, living-together parents what 

she's learned about the 6th commandment. The parents respond, "The Bible does say that, dear, but 
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we believe that this is the best arrangement for us. God doesn't mind." 

 

·    Rather than declare what the Bible says, a Bible study asks, "What does this mean to you?" It 

doesn't matter what God says as much as what you think He says. (I knew I was in trouble when a 

man showed up for a Bible study with an obscure paraphrase and said, "Pastor, I brought this Bible 

because it says what I want it to say.") 

 

·    Here's one more: "In the Lord's Supper, Jesus is present with His body and blood-if I believe He 

is. If I don't believe it, then He's not." 

 

In all of these, there's a common thread: God exists, but He is what we believe He is. He does what 

we believe He does. He can't do something if we don't believe He can. Isn't the Lord lucky to have 

us around to make Him who He is? 

 

Now, this doesn't work for gravity; but our Old Adam would have us apply it to God. 

 

The tempting sin is this: If God is only what you believe, and only does what you believe He can, 

then you're bigger than God. You're calling the shots.  

 

But, if you're bigger than God, and you can't save you…how can He? 

 

Take heart, for there's a better Way. Luther was once confronted by those that argued, "If I don't 

believe Jesus saves in Baptism, then He doesn't." He responded, "Likewise I might argue, 'If I have 

no faith, then Christ is nothing.'" This is not an original thought: We already heard St. Paul declare, 

"For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect? 

Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar." 

 

God is who He is, whether you believe it or not. He does what He wills to do, not what you believe 

He should do. He declares to you what is true: If you disagree with Him, He is not the one who is 

false. "Let God be true but every man a liar." 

 

This is very bad news: For your Old Adam. The pet sin that you like to keep around is not acceptable 

to God-believe it or not. You can't say the Bible says something it doesn't, just because you want it 

to. If you don't' believe in the final judgment and hell, they are still coming. It therefore follows that 

we should fear His wrath, repent of our sin, and obey His Word. 

 

This is very Good News for you: God is true, and so His promises are certain. He promises daily 

bread; and so He gives it, even though most people don't believe in Him. He sends out preachers to 

proclaim His love, for so He has promised, even if His love is rejected by many.  

 

God is true and faithful. Consider the one who was baptized, but has wandered into unbelief since. 

Because of his unbelief, he is currently unforgiven and lost. But God still pursues him, because He 

promised to at the sinner's Baptism; He is faithful, whether the sinner believes in Him or not. 

Consider a time of suffering, for at such times it is easy to believe that God is far, far away. But He 

is near: He is near because He promises. He is as near as His Word, speaking to you words of 

salvation and comfort. He is so near as to say to you, "Take and eat, this is My body. Take and drink, 

this is My blood…for the forgiveness of sins"-to strengthen and preserve you in the one true faith 

unto life everlasting. 
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One day at school, I asked a second grader, "Has Jesus died on the cross for you?" He furrowed his 

brow, thought for a moment, and said, "I don't think so, but the answer is 'yes.'" That answer could 

mean more than one thing, but it illustrates and important truth. Whether he believes it or not, Christ 

has died for him and all people-including you and the students in your classroom. As you share His 

Word with them in your vocation of teacher, the Holy Spirit is at work for their salvation-whether 

they believe it or not. 

 

God is true. He keeps His Word. His Law still applies, and that will chafe us and our sinful nature 

until the day we are delivered. The Gospel remains true, too: The Lord has died for you. You can't 

change that by doubting it, so the Lord still pursues you. It's His Word, objectively accomplished. It 

is finished and you are redeemed. 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


